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Career Development?
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1



RDM Team – Data Stewards in Science Groups
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150



Data Stewardship at 
WUR



WUR Data Steward
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• Embedded (but not dedicated) in 
research group

• Formal role

• 0.1 fte (approx.)

• Guidance/support 

• Heterogenous

• Contact with dedicated (but not 
embedded) Coordinating DS



Does 2019 advice still apply?
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Model Stewards...

Time Organisational Strategy

Value



Data Steward Speaking
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Communicates WUR data policy

Creates awareness of the data policy ‘why’ and ‘how’

Creates and updates a data management protocol/ procedure

Shares data management protocol with all group members

Helps setting up a data management plan, if being asked

Monitors the needs regarding tools and infrastructure

Advises and/or assists on data management practices (creation 
of metadata/ documentation, storage solutions, folder structure, 
file naming, file formats etc.)

Connects researchers to IT-support, privacy officer, security 
officer or Data Desk

Supports researchers with preserving research data for a 
minimum of 10 years

Directs towards archiving services of the Data Desk

Informs (where to find information) about data and software 
licences

Directs researchers to the Data Desk for registration of archived 
data sets

Planning

Doing

Finishing

Minimum scenario Optimum scenario
Follows the implementation of protocols/ procedures

Makes sure that the data of the group are findable Assists in the evaluation of the level of FAIR-ness

Is the main guardian of data quality in relation to FAIR/ WUR 
data policy

Monitors archiving of research data by researchers

Assesses whether data archiving facilities used for departments 
or projects meet the DMP and WUR data policy

Evaluates the data storage quality (cost, sustainability, privacy)

Signals management if RDM practices are not in line with the 
protocol

Advices on FAIR storage tools and methods, and archiving 
methods

Other tasks mentioned

Organise, structure and maintain storage (systems)

24

14

Participate in workshops/ knowledge sessions 11

Schedule one-on-one meetings with (new) PhD/ researchers 10

9

Sending reminders to researchers (DMP, archiving, metadata) 9

6

Attend quarterly data steward meetings 7

Facilitate data storage – create personal folder/ set access rights 5

15

Develop tools, infra, applications 4

4

3

1

Implement and connect eLabjournal (to storage systems) 2

Synchronise lab equipment and storage systems 1

Conduct survey among team members 1

1

5

Organise storage of thesis data from bachelor/ master students

Develop data sharing agreement

Keep overview who has written data management plans 2

1

1

.. = mentioned by number of participants
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Creates and updates a data management protocol/ procedure

Communicates WUR data policy

Creates awareness of the data policy ‘why’ and ‘how’

Schedule one-on-one meetings with (new) PhD/ researchers

Organise, structure and maintain storage (systems)
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Do they make a 
difference? 

Yes. 

Data management protocols.

Findable data sets.

Network storage.



Challenges?
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Alignment

Time Strategic ownership

Funding the value



Recognise these challenges?

-Alignment between stakeholders?

-Ownership / Funding


